
Term 3 Week 10 2023 

CROOKWELL HIGH SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER 

Monday 18 September 2023 
 

Tuesday  19 September 2023 
Open Boys Cricket 

Wednesday 20 September 2023 

 

Thursday 21 September 2023 
Year 12 Big Day Out 

Friday 22 September 2023 

Year 12 Graduation Assembly 

Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 9 October 2023 

Students Return Term 4 

Tuesday 10 October 2023 
 
 

Wednesday 11 October 2023 
 

Thursday 12 October 2023 
 

Friday 13 October 2023 
Year 9/10 German excursion to  
Canberra 

WHAT’S ON 
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RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PROSPER 

Principal’s Bulletin 18th September 2023 
 

Year 12 Farewell 

After 13 years of schooling, our 2023 Year 12 cohort will finish their 

final formal week of high school this week. They have an activities day 

planned for Wednesday, including a Yr12 versus the rest of the school 

basketball match, their Big Day Out in Canberra on Thursday, and 

their Graduation Assembly on Friday morning. This is a fantastic group 

of students, and although they have had their ups and downs over 

the past six years, I am very proud of their resilience and strength in 

completing this part of their schooling. Early next term they will sit 

their Higher School Certificate examinations before finally celebrating 

with their School Formal. They have been very lucky to have an  

outstanding Year Advisor Mrs Croker, and I am very grateful for the 

huge effort and successes she has had in supporting her students. 

Congratulations Year 12 

 

Hockey Bronze 

Both our Boys and Girls state Hockey teams have gone on to win 

Bronze in their division, an outstanding effort all round. In matches 

that had to be divided into quarters because the smoke from back 

burning was so thick, and in temperatures of 30 ̊C plus, our students 

were magnificent and made themselves and their school proud. A 

huge thank you again to Miss Arnall and Mr Woods, as well as the  

contingent of parents and carers who have supported these talented 

players all the way through this competition. 

 

Mobile Phone Procedure 

A reminder that from the start of next term, mobile phones will be 

banned from use from when a student arrives at school to when they 

leave. The mobile phone pouches will be issued to students on their 

first day next term. Last week I emailed parents and carers with a 

copy of our new procedure. Please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any questions. 

 

Continued…. 
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Students Rewards 

At Crookwell High School we like to acknowledge the everyday efforts of students who make the most of their  

educational opportunities. Students receive “free and frequents,” each received gives students a ticket in the 

weekly draw for canteen vouchers. 

Recipients for weeks: 7/8 Nicholas W-S, Alyssa H, Ethan W, Phoebe M, Sienna G 

Lynette Armitage | Deputy Principal 

RUOK and Anti-Bullying 

Our last week of Anti-Bullying focus for this year was rounded off last Thursday on RUOk day. We were treated 

to a BBQ from Crookwell Lions Club, whilst chatting to representatives from Headspace and the local Police. 

We then worked with students to get their feedback on ways we can respond to bullying as a school, before 

listening to an outstanding guest speaker Sarah Watson. Many thanks to Ms Cameron, Mr Crocker and Mrs 

Armitage for organising the day, as well as to the local Lions, Police and Headspace who created such a positive 

and supportive feeling around the school. As a result of days like these, over 85% of our students feel like they 

know who to turn to for help. 

 

OrbiSpace 

Ms Kemp and seven of our female students in Year 8 travelled to pitch their idea to solve an Environmental 

Agricultural problem in front of a distinguished panel including the NSW Minister of Agriculture. Our students 

did a fantastic job, with two recognised for outstanding achievement. Whilst they didn’t win, they have all  

returned very positive about the program and want to mentor next year’s team. This was a great initiative and 

we are very grateful to Ms Kemp and Mrs McIntosh for their support and passion. 

 

Year 12 School Leaders 2023/24 

Congratulations to our six school leaders currently in Year 11 who will go on to become our Captains,  

Vice-Captains and Prefects. Isla Stephenson and Harry Skelly are our Captains, Chloe Kemp and  

Addison Whittington our Vice-Captains, and Charlee Searl and Levi Woods our Prefects. We are very proud of 

these students who have great support across the school for their leadership skills and positive  

attitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe and restful spring break 

As we move through our last week in Term 3, I wish our students and families a safe and restful break. As there 

is no Pupil Free Day/School Development Day in Term 4, both staff and students will be back at school on 

Monday 9
th

 of October. 
 
 

Vero Joseph | Principal 
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Hatchet Challenge 

Year 7 have been studying the text “Hatchet” by Gary Paulson. To summarise and celebrate 

their learning, students participated in the Hatchet STEM Challenge. They had to use minimal 

materials to build shelters, rafts and food collecting machines, and then had to test their  

designs to evaluate the success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Kemp | STEM Head Teacher 

Solar Buddy & Anti Bullying Program 

Students from our local Primary Schools came to work on building solar lights to be sent to students around the 

world who live in energy poverty. They learnt about energy poverty, built solar lights and wrote letters to the 

students who will be receiving these lights. They also worked on anti bullying activities that were based on the 

work the High School students have been working on over the past several weeks. 

Our High School students loved working with and helping the local Primary Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Kemp | Stem Head Teacher 
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OrbiSpace Program 
Several female students in Year 8 have been working hard on 

the OrbiSpace Program over the last two terms. This program 

has had students examining a world problem and exploring a 

solution. Students have a final pitch presentation this Friday 

in Sydney at the Startup Hub in front of a star-studded panel 

including Brad Delamare, CEO at Tank Stream Labs and  

Hannah Mourney, investor at Giant Leap. 

 

Anna Kemp | STEM Project Officer 

Blue Tree Project 

Students from Crookwell High School were invited by the Australian Agricultural  

Centre to participate in the Blue Tree Project. Joined by Bunnings, students painted a 

prominent tree on the Australian Agricultural Farm, visible from the Goulburn Road, a 

brilliant blue colour. This is to encourage discussions and awareness around mental 

health. Jo Marshall, CEO of the centre talked with students about mental health  

before the 

painting began. 

 

 

 

 

Anna Kemp | STEM Head Teacher 

SASS Appreciation Week  

SASS appreciation week 4th September - 8th September, where schools across the state 

show their appreciation of their School Administrative and Support Staff. At Crookwell High 

School, every day is SASS appreciation day, as not a day goes by without the outstanding 

positive impact on our students and school from these wonderful dedicated people.  

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

 

Vero Joseph | Principal 

Year 8 Tech 

On 12th September Year 8 Tech completed their “grow your own  

hamburger” unit by cooking some delicious hamburgers! The unit is  

designed for students to grow their plant ingredients, learn the different 

agricultural industries involved in making the simplest food products and 

to better understand where our food comes from. Not bad. 

 

Brett Woods | Agricultural Teacher 
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RUOK DAY 

Thursday the 14th September was RUOK Day, a day to remind us to check in on the 

mental health of our friends, colleagues and family. At Crookwell High School we  

incorporated RUOK with our current Anti - Bullying awareness and education program 

as mental health and bullying behaviour are often linked. Students came wearing  

yellow to show their support and were treated to a free BBQ cooked by Crookwell Lions 

Club. Representatives from Headspace and our local police were also at hand to  

highlight where to go for support. Students then worked on an Anti - Bullying activity 

where they had the opportunity to give the school feedback on how we can deal with 

bullying when it happens. Our final activity involved guest speaker Sarah Watson. Sarah 

grew up in the Southern Tablelands and had an 18 year career in the armed forces,  

including time in Iraq during the conflict. This had a deep impact on her mental health 

and she was later diagnosed with PTSD. Sarah used a number of pathways to work on 

her recovery, including cycling and later triathlons, where she won a number of gold and  

silver medals. Sarah now runs her own personal training business called Good2Go and is 

a strong campaigner for veteran mental 

health. She was an outstanding speaker 

and was very well received by both  

students and staff. 

 

Vero Joseph | Principal 

 

OrbiSpace Final Pitch 

Seven female students from Year 8 travelled to Sydney 15th September to pitch their  

solution to a designated Environmental Agricultural Problem as part of their OrbiPace  

Program. The OrbiSpace program is a program that aims to empower the next generation 

of future female leaders. Our future leaders presented their company “Modern Moo” that 

looks at lowering emissions created through the dairy industry by using more efficient  

packaging such as Duku Fore, from Rich Dreams and even had a tour with and asked  

questions to the Hon. Tara Moriarty, Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Regional NSW 

and Minister for Western NSW. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Kemp | STEM Head Teacher 
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Sports News 

NSW Combined High Schools Hockey – State Finals  

In Week 9, the Crookwell High school girls and boys hockey teams arrived in Moorebank to play against the 
best 8 teams in the state for the Combined High Schools hockey knockout finals. 
 
The girls quarter final game against Orange was tough. They combined well in an end to end game of skilled 
hockey and came away with a well-deserved 3-2 win. 
They then played Grafton in the semi-finals, in very hot conditions. The girls took an early lead in the game but 
the Grafton team fought back and took out a grinding 3-1 victory. 
 
Our boys team played with pace, perfect execution and teamwork in their quarterfinal against Taree and came 
away with a 3-1 win. They faced a strong Farrer team in the semi and fought back from a late 2-1 score line to 
end the game with a 2-2 draw. The boys then went into a nerve-racking penalty shootout and unfortunately 
went down 3-4. 
 
On the second day, both Crookwell teams were to play off for 3rd and 4th position.  
The girls won Bronze unopposed against Wagga as Wagga unfortunately forfeited their match. This resulted in 
Crookwell being awarded a well-deserved third place. So, the Crookwell girls played Westfields Sports High 
again, in a consolation match in place of Wagga. The girls started slowly and were down 2-1 but after a half 
time pep talk, absolutely peppered the Westfields Boys goalkeeper to slot home 4 more brilliant goals to take 
away a 5-2 win. 
 
In the boys 3rd and 4th play off, the CHS boys still had plenty of flair, pace and skill left in the tank to finish with a 
6-1 victory against Erina. Their teamwork and combinations showed that they could mix it with the best in the 
state and with plenty of youngsters in the team, look dangerous for many years to come. 
 
Both Crookwell teams put every ounce of energy into these 6 games and we could not be prouder of their 
efforts. 
 
Special shout-out to our Year 12 seniors Eliza, Tilly, Mikayla, Cameron and Boyd. The old heads and leaders of 
our teams. Super effort to finish High School with this outstanding hockey achievement. 
Crookwell should be very proud of these results and their ability to both finish 3rd in NSW. We are excited to 
see where 2024 takes us!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Miss Arnall & Mr Woods 
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NSW Southern Districts Cricket Zone selection 

Congratulations to Jay (Year 9) and Erik (Year 8) who have been 

selected in the first U15 team to represent the Copperheads 

(northern part of the Zone) at the youth championships in Dubbo 

at the end of this year. 

Jay and Erik are integral players in both the CHS U15 and Open 

Boys cricket teams at school. 

Goodluck to both players at these championships! 

 

Commbank Junior Matildas selection!!  

HUGE congratulations to Lillian (Yr 10) who has been selected in the U17 Junior Matildas 
to compete in the Round 2 Asian Cup Qualifier in Hanoi, Vietnam at the end of this term. 
Lillian was part of the squad of 30 players who went into camp at the end of August and 
received the exciting news that she had made the final team, this week!! It tops off a 
fortnight of exciting news, Lillian was also recently named in the NSW Country U16  
football team to compete at Nationals this year. 
Lillian travels weekly to train and play in Sydney as part of the NSW Institute team. Her 
dedication and work ethic are inspiring. 
 
The Junior Matildas will play the Philippines (20th Sept), Vietnam (22nd Sept) and  
Bangladesh (24th Sept) in the Round 2 qualifiers. Please see the Commbank Matildas page for game details and 
live-stream links.  
 
Good Luck Lil, all of Crookwell is behind you!! 

U16 Green Devils League Tag 

Congratulations to the U16 Crookwell Green Devils League Tag team who played in the Grand Final last weekend. The 

girls have been travelling to play against teams in Canberra, Yass and Goulburn in the Canberra Region Rugby League 

competition. 11 Crookwell High girls from Years 7-11 play in this local representative team. 

The girls are relatively new to the competition and League Tag format but they seem to combine very well and are  

performing well against other teams from much larger towns.  

The girls have tasselled with Woden Valley Rams all season but they were unbeatable this year to take out the  

Grand Final. Crookwell were very deserving runners up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berni Arnall | Sports Coordinator 
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Monday - 18.09.23 Tuesday -  19.09.23 Wednesday - 20.09.23 Thursday - 21.09.23 Friday - 22.09.23 

   Cathey O’Connor Cathey O’Connor 

Monday - 09.10.23 Tuesday - 10.10.23 Wednesday - 11.10.23 Thursday - 12.10.23 Friday - 13.10.23 

   Cathey O’Connor Cathey O’Connor 

Lunch bags available at canteen.  Please put orders in so you don’t miss out! 
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PUT YOURSELF IN THE PICTURE 

Gunning’s Best ever OPEN MIC 

      Kimberly and Will 2019         Hunter on drums 2019              Woodland Wanderers 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU PLAY MUSIC, SING, RECITE, DANCE?  

This is your chance to perform your favourite 

piece. 

At the Gunning Shire Hall at 1.30pm on Monday, 2 October, performers of all 

levels and all ages can get together in a friendly session. Bring your friends or 

the family or no-one, it’s up to you. Bring your own gear or use our Yamaha 

digital piano, plus two-mic and amplifier set up.  

No entry charge, no performer fee. Grab a sausage sanger and drink ($5.00) 

from the Gunning Scouts BBQ before the show. Join us for nibbles and 
drinks at interval. 

Please let us know you are coming by Thursday 28 
September, for catering. Contact Gunning Focus 
Group gunningfocusgroup@gmail.com or phone 
Rosemary 0409 241 676 or Margaret 0408 433 847. 

 

 

Thanks to Veolia Mulwaree Trust and the Upper Lachlan Shire Council for their financial support. 

mailto:gunningfocusgroup@gmail.com
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